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New York, NY, June XX, 2006 – Viewers have flipped for A&E Network’s FLIP THIS HOUSE, bringing the hot property back for an all-new second season beginning in July 2006.  

Among the key demographics of adults 18-49 and 25-54, the popular series has proved to be a ratings bonanza for A&E Network improving its primetime period by 143% and 164% respectively.
Tackling one of the most exciting aspects of today's high-stakes real estate market –  the transformation of an eyesore into a profit-making beauty – A&E's hour-long "docu-soap" follows the travails of two real-estate developers in the hot housing markets of San Antonio and Atlanta, where each boasts a team of characters that buys homes, renovates them, then flips them for a profit.  It sounds simple, but sparks fly and tempers are high before the fixer-uppers sell to happy buyers.

In San Antonio, Armando Montelongo heads up a family business, Montelongo House Buyers.  Five years ago, he rolled into town on his last tank of gas; today, he is a hard-driving entrepreneur flipping 200 houses a year.  When faced with a renovation disaster, Armando follows the advice of his Tai Kwon Do Master and tells himself, “Yes, I can.”  Wife Veronica is a redheaded beauty with a quirky sense of humor and a killer sales instinct. Brother and partner David is the level-headed half, the construction expert and sometime peacekeeper between his own wife, Melina, and Armando.  Melina is in charge of marketing – she’s young and pretty, creative and full of fiery enthusiasm.

In Atlanta, African American businessman Sam Leccima annually turns more than 100 home wrecks into prime Atlanta real estate.  Houses are his obsession – “I’m a real estate anthropologist; houses are wildlife to me,” says Sam, a smooth operator and the inspiration for his team of go-getters.  His project manager is Lamont Martin – first on site every day, pushing crews to finish on time and under budget, and keeping an eye on the company’s long-suffering, unpaid intern.  By night, Lamont is a songwriter, working with some of Atlanta’s hottest rap and R&B stars.  Angela Wilford is a rookie sales agent and investment consultant who has spent her first year in the business outselling everyone in the office.  She brings Sam great buys and eager buyers.  Sam’s wife Shani, is Leccima Real Estate’s interior designer and no-nonsense closer.  She’s also 4 months pregnant with their third child.

A&E Executive Producers for Flip This House are Nancy Dubuc and Michael Morrison.  Departure Films Executive Producers are Max Weissman and Matt Levine.
About A&E Network

Now reaching more than 90 million homes, A&E Network offers a diverse mix of high quality entertainment; ranging from the network’s signature Real-Life Series franchise, including the hit series Dog the Bounty Hunter, Intervention, King of Cars, Inked and Criss Angel Mindfreak, to critically acclaimed original movies, dramatic series and the most successful justice shows on cable.  A&E is the official basic cable home to the high-profile series 24, CSI: Miami and beginning in 2007, The Sopranos.  The A&E Network website is located at www.aetv.com.  The A&E Club is located at www.aetv.com/club.  For more information and photography please visit us on the web at www.aetvpress.com.
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